
Educating Compassionate and
Creative Global Citizens
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e The Oak Park Unified School District is a truly remarkable place.  It is remarkable on 
many counts, but mainly it is a place for children to grow, where they will be valued and 
honored and be educated in a tradition of excellence and quality that is unsurpassed in 
public schools in California.  We often refer to our schools in Oak Park as being world-
class.  To me, a world-class education engages students using a blend of the latest 
technology with more traditional experiences such as gardening, performing in a play, 
singing, painting, and building things.  We also say that we educate the ‘whole child.’  This 
means we offer a program where our students learn in a climate of care exemplified by 
our extensive counseling programs that nurture their mental health and wellbeing, the 
food we serve them in the cafeteria, the cleanliness of the air in the classrooms, our new 
and modern facilities, the supervision we provide, and, most importantly, through the 
people that educate and care for our students each day.  

Oak Park is a District of Choice as designated by our Board of Education under provisions 
of state law and we also accept students under traditional permits from surrounding 
districts.  Of course, buying or renting a home, condo, or apartment  in Oak Park is 
the best way to ensure your child attends school here.  The addition of students from 
surrounding communities has increased our diversity and our excellence.  By accepting 
these students, we have been able to offer a greater variety of programs, course 
offerings, and extracurricular activities.  As state funding follows students in California, 
we have also improved the financial stability of the District.  School choice improves 
education in California, ensuring that school systems do not take students for granted 
simply because of their address. 

Oak Park schools are recognized for their excellence. We invite you to find out more 
about our schools by arranging a visit. Please call Linda Gam, Support Services, at 
818.735.3253 or email lgam@opusd.org for assistance with your interdistrict transfer.

Welcome!

Anthony W. Knight, Ed. D.
Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME



TEACHING AND LEARNING

Oak Park Unified School District believes that all students can 
learn and exceed the New California Standards, will reach their 
individual potential, and will become compassionate and creative 
global citizens. To ensure the success of every student, teachers 
use a well balanced and rigorous curriculum at all grade levels. 

Effective classroom instruction begins with research based 
professional learning for all staff. Learning opportunities for staff 
include participation in the Critical Thinking Institute at UCLA, 
which has led to the development of the Oak Park Inquiry Institute, 
a teacher led professional learning community aimed at integrating 
problem based learning in all grade levels and subjects. Other 
learning opportunities include the Reading and Writing Project at 
Columbia University Teachers College, the Challenge Success 
program through Stanford University, and numerous content area 
specific conferences and workshops. 

Oak Park teachers implement the things they’ve learned by offering 
learning opportunities that are authentic, personally meaningful to 
students and designed to prepare students for the 21st century. 

INNOVATIVE TEACHING AND LEARNING
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G GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION(GATE)

The Oak Park Unified School District Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) program recognizes not 
only the performance capabilities of gifted students, 
but the unique needs and differences associated with 
having these abilities. All students are provided with a 
differentiated curriculum that provides a pace, depth, 
and complexity of study while allowing for the various 
learning styles and social-emotional needs of individual 
students. Gifted students are cluster grouped, creating 
a dynamic learning community of intellectual peers. At 
the high school, students develop education plans 
based on their interests and abilities, including an 
extensive offering of Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses. The District welcomes the participation of 
parents in the education of gifted students. The GATE 
District Advisory Committee (GATE DAC) is a group 
of administrators, board members, and parents that 
meets monthly. The California Association for the 
Gifted named Oak Park USD a FIVE STAR GATE 
PROGRAM, one of only a handful of school districts in 
California to be so recognized.

The Oak Park Unified School District be-
lieves that all students are to be afforded 
equal opportunity to participate in aca-
demic and non-academic classes and 
extra-curricular activities, regardless of 
whether or not they have special needs. 
In accordance with State guidelines, the 
District provides students with special 
needs access to the core curriculum in 
the appropriate least restrictive setting. 
General education class materials and 
curricula are used with supplemental 
materials and differentiated presentation 
methods as needed to support students’ 
progress in meeting State standards.

SPECIAL  
EDUCATION



TEACHING AND LEARNING

All students can reach their individual potential 
when given the ability to explore, create, 
discover and reflect. Experiences in the visual 
and performing arts begin at the elementary 
level with classroom visual arts instruction 
and opportunities to develop music skills 
through chorus and band. These opportunities 

expand in middle and high school to 
include advanced instruction in visual, 

performing, and digital arts.

Music instruction and performance is a large 
part of Oak Park High School’s program. 
This includes drama performances, Comedy 
Sports, a student film festival, marching 
band, orchestra, chorus, and participation in 
outside competitions and performances. The 
Performing Arts Pavilion at Oak Park High 
School is an ideal venue to highlight the work 
of our students. 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 



TE
AC

HI
NG

 AN
D L

EA
RN

IN
G STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND ASSESSMENT

Each year, the State of California tests students in grades 3-11 in English/Language Arts, Math and 
Science. Recently, the tests have changed to reflect the New California Standards, which emphasize 
critical thinking and communication. These tests are delivered in a computer based format, which call 
for students to demonstrate higher order thinking skills and the ability to communicate their critical 
thinking through complex problem-solving exercises. Oak Park students continue to surpass their 
peers in Ventura County and the State of California, including schools with selective enrollments such 
as charter or magnet schools. 

In addition to State tests, Oak Park students excel in college entrance exams. The mean SAT score 
for Oak Park High School seniors in 2016 was 1847, and the mean composite score on the ACT was 
28.2. These scores surpassed state and national averages, which include both public and private 
school students. The pass rate for Advanced Placement exams for 2016 was a remarkable 89%. 

Prior to state testing, Oak Park schools use research based assessments to ensure students are 
able to access the standards. Year after year, these assessments demonstrate that at least 90% of 
students read at or above grade level by the end of 3rd grade.  This includes children with learning 
differences, as do all of our assessment data. 



TEACHING AND LEARNING

Oak Park Unified School District believes that all children should receive instruction that is differentiated, 
engaging, and collaborative.  The district has found that classroom technology enables instructors to 
deliver on those imperatives when used in conjunction with innovative teaching practices that focus 
on inquiry, critical thinking, and problem solving. Carefully chosen software apps/programs and online 
resources have the ability to draw students into interactive, adaptive learning situations with the 
opportunity for expressing creativity. Online cloud based communication and collaboration tools allow 
students to work together to accomplish learning goals while practicing positive digital citizenship and 
reinforcing the skills required for a team to be successful, in an increasingly globalized economy. 

In support of these values, the district has built a robust technology infrastructure capable of supporting 
1-to-1 student mobile computing environments in each classroom backed by a strong commitment to 
teacher professional development and support. Recent local bond measures have allowed the district 
to deploy a state of the art wireless network that supports resident iPad learning centers  in every 
elementary classroom with additional carts of 1-to-1 Chromebooks and iPads for teachers to check 
out at each school site. Additionally, all secondary school English classrooms and high school Science 
classrooms have in-class 1-to-1 Chromebooks or iPads carts. The district is making significant and 
steady progress toward deploying resident  1-to-1 mobile computing in all of its classrooms, and is 
investing in full time Instructional Technology Specialists whose sole purpose is to work with teachers 
in their classrooms to design, model, coach, and implement technology empowered learning. We are 
proud to share and showcase these exciting learning experiences through the District’s social media 
feeds:  #OPshares, and @oakparkusd.

EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ARTS & MATH

Oak Park’s goal of providing an educational program that 
emphasizes students’ ability to have a positive impact on the 
world is in large part accomplished through the integration of 
STEAM. Beginning in Kindergarten, students have hands on 
science instruction aimed at finding ways to solve real world 
problems through science.   

Our program includes full time staff that support science 
instruction, gardening, nutrition, and ecological education. 
At all levels of schooling, students participate in science 
competitions that include robotics, rocketry, energy science, 
and more. STEAM education culminates for students with the 

availability of high school courses that include AP Computer 
Science, AP Environmental Science, AP Physics, Civil 

Engineering and Architecture, Robotics, Video Production, 
Digital Design, Woodshop, and Industrial Technology.

Through the integration of STEAM in all classrooms, our 
students are equipped with the 21st Century Skills such as 
adaptability, complex communication, social skills, non-routine 
problem solving, self-management, self-development, and 
systems thinking.



ATHLETICSOak Park High School fields athletic teams for both boys and 
girls in nineteen different sports and offers numerous other 
extracurricular activities. The focus of our athletic programs is 
to foster such life skills as teamwork, commitment, and good 

sportsmanship. Our athletic teams have achieved outstanding 
success while competing in the Coastal Canyon League of the CIF. All of 
our programs generally qualify for CIF playoffs and over the past two years, 
our boys and girls tennis teams, girls golf team, boys basketball team, boys 
and girls volleyball teams have all captured league championships.  The 
boys basketball team has won a CIF championship in two of the last three 
years and boys volleyball has won back to back CIF championships. 

The athletic program has grown with the recent addition of the following 
teams: girls junior varsity softball, boys junior varsity lacrosse, and boys 
and girls freshmen soccer and this season stunt/competitive cheer, thus 
there are significantly more opportunities for students to participate in 
sports programs. A team room next to the field was outfitted this year 
to benefit our football, soccer and lacrosse programs. This school year 
we have already had five student athletes sign national letters of intent to 
continue their sport in College. The emphasis on participation and growth 
of the athletic program at OPHS is one of our many strengths.

MULTI SPORT CIF LEAGUE CHAMPIONSSCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ARTS & MATH



EN
VI

RO
NM

EN
T

EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT

We believe an important 21st century skill involves learning 
about environmental stewardship. As the planet moves from a 
human population of 7 billion to a projected 9 billion by 2050, our 
children will grow up in a world that faces many environmental 
and social challenges. How will people avoid food insecurity and 
starvation?  Can we stop the rate of habitat destruction and species 
extinction? Can climate change be slowed or stopped?  

The District is embarking on a major effort to produce all of our own 
electricity with renewable solar energy thanks to the passage of 
Measure S in 2016. Not only will these projects significantly reduce 
our carbon footprint and save us more than $500,000 a year in 
electricity costs, but students will be learning how renewable energy 
can be part of the solution to our global environmental concerns.  

All of the schools have beautiful organic garden programs where 
students learn to grow their own healthy food. They learn the 
importance of caring for the earth by using organic soils and 
fertilizers. Food from the school gardens is used in our cafeteria 
programs. A team of garden specialists work with students in 
grades K-8 and student clubs operate the garden at Oak Park 
High School.  



ENVIRONMENT

All 5th grade students are part of a unit focusing on natural selection, biodiversity, 
the marine environment, and protecting wild places that culminates in an 
expedition to Santa Cruz Island, part of the Channel Islands National Park 
each fall.  Students get to explore one of the great wild places in California and 
see successful species recovery efforts at work, including the restoration of the 
endemic Island Fox population that was nearly extinct a few years ago.  

All new construction is done with the environment in mind. For example, new 
‘cool roofs’ are being installed at all of the schools. These roofs provide better 

insulation and reflect sunlight saving thousands of dollars a year 
in energy costs. New parking lots have been installed with 
bioswale infiltration systems that capture stormwater and filter 

it back into the water table rather than allow it to run off into the 
streets and nearby creeks.

Oak Park USD was selected as a National Green Ribbon School 
District by the U.S. Department of Education and the EPA in the 

spring of 2013. The District was the only District so recognized in 
California and one of only fourteen in the United States and continues 
to serve as a state and national model of sustainability. Additionally, 
the District has been recognized with numerous other awards related 
to the environment from both private and governmental agencies.  

EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
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PHYSICAL FITNESS AND STUDENT WELLNESS

Concern for student wellbeing is a core value throughout our District. 
The cafeterias at all of the schools offer quality natural foods every 
day. The District uses the quality standards similar to those of Whole 
Foods Market in choosing ingredients for our meals that are prepared 
by our staff onsite daily. The District offers vegetarian options every 
day of the week at every school.  

Our Student Nutrition program has been recognized as one of the 
most innovative, healthy, and environmentally sensitive in the state. We 
recognize that the cafeteria is one of the most important classrooms 
in our schools and should be a place where children and teens learn 
to develop healthy eating habits to preserve their health for life. It’s also 
an important time to socialize and enjoy time with friends and what 
better way to do that than with a freshly prepared nutritious meal.  

All elementary school students participate in physical education 
classes for a minimum of 100 minutes per week delivered by a fully 
credentialed physical education specialist.  

Our P.E. programs at the secondary level are focused on lifelong 
health, fitness, and enjoyment of physical activity with an emphasis 
on each student reaching their own personal fitness goals. 



CLIMATE OF CARE

Along with the hard work and achievement 
of our students, we recognize that there can 
be ‘negative stress’ that can accompany 
this.  We have worked with the Stanford 
University Challenge Success program for 
several years and as a result have taken 
action to change the school calendar, add 
counselors, reduce homework overall, 
provide no-homework breaks throughout 
the year, and other steps.  School starts 
in early August in order to complete the 
first semester at Oak Park High School 
before winter break.  This allows students 
a work-free and stress-free break in the 
middle of the year.  We have a week off 
at Thanksgiving each year, a 4-day winter 
weekend in February, a weeklong spring 
break, and the school year ends the Friday 
before Memorial Day Weekend in May. 

REDUCING AND MANAGING STRESS
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CAMPUSES OF CREATIVITY

Located in the hillsides of Ventura County, surrounded by the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Park and only eight miles from the 
Pacific Ocean, the community of Oak Park is an attractive, upscale, 
suburban community. Oak Park Unified School District is comprised 
of one early education school, three elementary schools, one 
middle school, one comprehensive high school, one continuation 
school, one independent study school, and the district office. The 
campuses of Oak Park’s schools are in keeping with the clean 
and well kept neighborhoods around them; each is spacious and 
contained within a park-like setting. Many new landscape projects 
have begun that incorporate native and other drought-tolerant 
plantings to ensure water conservation.  Our six campuses support 
more than 800 trees and we continue to plant more each year.  

Thanks to passage of local school facilities bond measures in 2008 
and 2016, we are investing millions of dollars in our facilities.  All 
of our schools are safe, modern, comfortable, innovative learning 
environments.  

We use only organic fertilizers on our landscape and turf and never 
use synthetic herbicides, pesticides, or rodenticides. We use green 
cleaning products to protect our students and staff. 



CLIMATE OF CARE
SCHOOL & DISTRICT SIZE – A DISTINCT ADVANTAGE

Oak Park is a small school district. Our schools are small and class sizes are below county and state 
averages. K-3 class sizes are 24:1, where children require more adult attention developing basic 
skills. While some school districts focus on small class sizes only in grades K-3, Oak Park USD is 
committed to reasonable class sizes K-12.

SAFE SCHOOLS ARE A PRIORITY
In Oak Park we have made major efforts to keep our students and staff safe at school. Our most 
important strategy has been to add more counselors and along with that, we have worked to create 
an environment where we know our students and monitor and address their mental health needs 
proactively. We have also endeavored to make our schools places of love, acceptance, and kindness, 
and where any form of bullying or harassment is unacceptable. Programs such as the Safe School 
Ambassadors, Peer Counselors at Oak Park High School and WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) at 
Medea Creek Middle School, and other programs, engage students and encourage connectedness 
to school. The research is clear that this is the real frontline on the battle for safe schools. Additionally, 
we work closely with law enforcement and have an abundance of campus supervisors who patrol the 
schools all day long, and a highly sophisticated 24-hour surveillance camera system at every school. 
We have invested in trainings and students participate in drills throughout the year.



CO
LL

EG
E A

ND
 BE

YO
ND

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 

Students are counseled to find the post-secondary option 
that fits them best, whether this be a pathway that leads 
to community college, career education, the military, or a 
four-year school. Our students are selected to some of 
the most highly selective colleges in the nation. Each year 
the list is impressive. Typically, our senior class includes 
admissions to all eight Ivy League universities (Harvard, 
Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth, University of Pennsylvania, 
Columbia, Brown, and Cornell), as well as Stanford, MIT, Cal 
Tech, USC, and the military academies. Students attend all 
of the University of California schools, the California State 
Universities, small liberal arts colleges, and schools of all 
types across the nation and even internationally. In recent 
years our students have scored higher on the SAT and 
ACT than ever and are outscoring students from selective 
local private schools. Our students have been receiving 
scholarships and awards at record levels, totaling in the 
millions of dollars annually.  



COMMUNITY

This is how the community of Oak Park was marketed during development in the 1960’s and 70’s. This 
wonderful sense of community is something unique about Oak Park, with the school system at the center. 
The community has always supported the schools and the schools recognize that we exist to serve the 
community.  There are many opportunities for students and families to come together. Each year we 
celebrate our Super Saturday Sustainability Fair on the Saturday before the Super Bowl. This event is 
an interactive showcase of environmental awareness and education featuring the latest electric cars, 
rescued wildlife, model solar car building, and much more. Each spring we host the community Walk 
for the Dogs, where everyone is invited to bring their dog and walk to raise funds for local animal welfare 
organizations. The biggest community event, however, is Big Sunday, on the first Sunday of May, where 
hundreds of family volunteers come and work on beautification projects at the schools, in the parks, trails, 
and throughout the community.  

We have a partnership with the Rancho Simi Recreation and Parks, who provide onsite childcare and 
many other programs. After school enrichment opportunities are available at all of the elementary schools 
provided by Growing Outdoors.  

The Oak Park Education Foundation raises hundreds of thousands of dollars for our schools to support 
our science specialist enrichment programs, music education, assemblies, and more.  We hope you will 
support  The Foundation and your local school Parent Teacher Organization when you join our learning 
community. 

A COMMUNITY IN THE COUNTRYPOSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
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AWARD WINNING EXCELLENCE

National Blue Ribbon Schools

Brookside Elementary Oak Hills Elementary  Medea Creek Middle Oak Park High 

Five-Star GATE Award

California Association for the Gifted 2013

United States Green Ribbon Schools Award

U.S. Department of Education and E.P.A. 2013

California Model Continuation School

Oak View High 

Newsweek Best High Schools in the U.S. 

Oak Park High School #51 in U.S. #7 in CA 2016

California League of Middle Schools “Schools to Watch” Award - 1 of 3 in California

Medea Creek Middle – 2004, 2012

California School Boards Association Golden Bell Award

Oak Park Neighborhood Preschool – 2005

Environmental Awareness, Education, and Accountability 2010

Chinese Language and Culture Program 2012

California Business Roundtable Honor School Awards

All Schools - 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports

District of the Year – 2009

California Green School Leadership Award

District of the Year 2011



RECOGNITION

California Gold Ribbon Schools
Brookside Elementary - 2016
Oak Hills Elementary - 2016
Red Oak Elementary - 2016
Medea Creek Middle - 2015
Oak Park High – 2015

U.S. Green Buildings Council
Green Schools Award 2011, 2014

California Department of Public Health
California Breathing
Clean Air Award – District of the Year – 2012

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EPA Environmental Youth Award 2012
Oak Park High School

Aerospace Industries Association
Team America Rocketry Challenge
Top 25 in the United States 2012
Top 30 in the United States 2016

AWARD WINNING EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNING EXCELLENCE

NASA
Student Launch Projects
Oak Park High School 2012-13
One of 21 in the United States

American School Boards Journal
Magna Awards – Honorable Mention
Safe Schools Ambassador Program 2012
Medea Creek Middle School and
Oak Park High School

Vex Robotics
Los Angeles Championship 2011-12
Oak Park High School

Lexus Eco-Challenge Award
Oak Park High School 2013

Sustainability Award
State Senator Fran Pavley
2012, 2014, 2016



Oak Park Neighborhood School (Preschool) – 1010 Kanan Road, Oak Park, CA 91377 

Oak Hills Elementary School  – 1010 Kanan Road, Oak Park, CA 91377

Red Oak Elementary School – 4857 Rockfield Street, Oak Park, CA 91377

Brookside Elementary School – 165 N. Satinwood Avenue, Oak Park, CA 91377

Medea Creek Middle School – 1002 Doubletree Road, Oak Park, CA 91377

Oak Park High School – 899 N. Kanan Road, Oak Park, CA 91377

Oak View High School – 5701 Conifer Street, Oak Park, CA 91377

Oak Park Independent School – 5701 Conifer Street, Oak Park, CA 91377

Oak Park Unified School District – 5801 Conifer Street, Oak Park, CA 91377


